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Wildfire  
 

Profiling Hazards 
 

A wildfire is an uncontrolled fire spreading through vegetative fuel often exposing or 

consuming structures in its path. Wildfires often begin unnoticed and spread quickly, and 

are usually sighted by dense smoke. There are two classifications a wildfire can have: 

Wildland and Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). Wildland fires are those occurring in an 

area where development is essentially nonexistent, except for roads, railroads, or power 

lines. WUI fires occur in a geographical area where structures and other human 

development meet with wildland or vegetative fuels. WUI areas are divided into three 

subclasses:    

  

¶ Occluded interface 

Occluded interface include areas of wildlands within an urban area; for example, 

a park bordered by urban development such as homes.   

 

¶ Intermixed  

Mixed or Intermixed interface areas contain structures scattered throughout rural 

areas covered predominately by native, flammable vegetation. 

 

¶ Classic 

Classic interface areas include areas where homes border wildland vegetation 

along a broad front.   

 

Fires are part of a natural process and are needed to maintain a healthy ecosystem. When 

most of America was still wilderness, wildfires burned 10 times the land that is consumed 

today. Fires cleanse and regenerate forests, giving new life to the soil, and provide a fresh 

canvas for biodiversity to paint a new picture.  

 

Three basic elements are needed for a fire to occur (1) a heat source (2) oxygen, and (3) 

fuel. Two of the three sources are readily available throughout Utah. Major ignition 

sources for wildfire include lightning and human causes, such as arson, recreational 

activities, burning debris, and carelessness with fireworks. Between 30- 60% of wildfires 

in Utah were human-caused from the period of 2005-2013. Once a wildfire has started, 

vegetation, topography and weather are all conditions that affect wildfire behavior. Fuels 

within Utah are generally conducive to high rates of spread. Vegetation within Utah can 

be broken into several classifications (see Figure 2H-1).   
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Figure 2H-1 
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Figure 2H-2 Utah Fire Risk Index - 2013 

 

 

 
 

Figure I-26 

Figure I-97 


